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INTERVIEW

Braxton Simpson, Tennessee State University- c/o 2021, Agricultural
Science w/ concentration in Agribusiness

Name : Brakton Simpson

Your HBCU : Tennessee State University

Graduation Year : 2021

Major : Agricultural Science w/ concentration in Agribusiness

1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*
I am a native of Atlanta, Georgia! I was introduced to HBCU's at a very young age, as my parents
are alumni of Alabama A&M University.
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2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*
I chose my HBCU, The ILLUSTRIOUS TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY, because I wanted to be




emerged in my culture! I wanted the opportunity to learn from, and work with all types of Black
people, from all walks of life! Also, Tennessee State University is amongst the top schools who
specialize in Agriculture.

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*

Being at Tennessee State University, has definitely taught me about the importance of learning to
be “comfortable being uncomfortable!” TSU'’s staff and students have encouraged me to push my
limits, and to venture out of my comfort zone! In one year alone, I have conducted award winning
research, served as the 2017-2018 Miss Freshman, served as Miss Minorities in Agriculture,
became not only a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.—but a member of the International
Mass Committee, chartered the first collegiate chapter under the National Women In Agriculture
Association—Tiger Women In Agriculture, and 1 serve as the second Student Trustee In TSU
history!

4. "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*

Attending my HBCU, has been the very first time I have been surrounded by so many influential
black people, who's sole purpose is success! From Dr. Glover, TSU’s president and Alpha Kappa
Alpha’s International President, to Bishop Joseph Walker who has helped me tremendously with
learning how to serve as the student trustee on the Board of Trustees.

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*

Dr. De’Etra Young! She is solely invested in my success, and she has pushed me to be the best
version of myself since my first day at TSU! In one year alone, Dr. Young has helped me land a 3
year paid internship with a Fortune 500 company, introduced me to microbiology research,
believed in my dream of chartering Tiger Women In Agriculture, granted me opportunities to
travel the country to learn about Agriculture, and sending me scholarships that will help keep me
in school! I am forever grateful for her! Dr. Young genuinely believes my success is her success,
and I don’t know where I would be if it weren’t for her love and support!
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6. What is your major? and Why did you choose it?

[ am an Agricultural Science major, with a concentration in Agribusiness! I have always been an
entrepreneur, and I have always been passionate about feeding people who can’t feed themselves!
By the year 2050, we will be tasked with feeding 9 billion people with less land and less water! I
am excited about the opportunity to work towards feeding the world in which we live!

7. What to date has been your proudest moment @ Your HBCU?

My proudest moment at TSU, was having the opportunity to take part in the groundbreaking of 4
new facilities on campus. We just broke ground on two new residence halls, a new Health
Sciences building, and a new Alumni Welcome Center! These groundbreakings were monumental
for our university!

8. Are you a member of a sorority?
Yes! I am a member of the Awesomely Sophisticated Alpha Psi Chapter, of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Incorporated! I also serve as a member of the International Mass Committee!

9. Entrepreneur? Tell us about your business.

I have 4 businesses. 1. Girls Got Game- Female Athletic Apparel company designed to promote
femininity in male dominated sports. 2. Black Girls United- High School mentoring organization. 3.
Underground Apparel- Black Pride Apparel Company 4. Zero Gravity- Middle School Mentroing
program.
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