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1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*

I am from Fairfield, Alabama-a city about 10 minutes from Birmingham. I was introduced to
HBCUs through my father and his side of the family. He, my siblings, and other relatives attended
Alabama State University.
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2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*

When selecting schools, I never really had a preference in its type. I visited a lot of universities,
both PWIs and HBCUs, but fell in love when I visited Tuskegee. I chose an HBCU because it was
free and the family oriented vibe I received when I first arrived on campus.

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*

My experience at Tuskegee University has been very self-defining. I have always been an outgoing
person, but meeting people who had the same mindset as me, made me want to strive for more. I
am appreciative to attend an institution that supports its students whole-heartedly.

4. "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*

Due to being a member of the Tuskegee University Golden Voices Concert Choir, I have been able
to meet a lot of people and travel the world. I have never been to the east or midwest coast or out
the country until I joined the Golden Voices.

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*

The professors that have impacted my collegiate experience have to be my choral director, Dr.
Wayne A.Barr who serves as Assistant Chair of the Department of Fine and Performing Arts and
Director or Choral Activites and Assistant Dean of the Andrew F. Brimmer College of Business and
Information Sciences, Dr. Faye Hall Jackson. Though I come from a family of musicians, Dr.Barr
has taught me a significant amount about vocal ability. Although I have been singing since I was
five years old, Dr. Barr teaches me something daily about advancing my talents. As a freshman, he
entrusted me with a challenging solo when he really did not have to. Being a member of the choir



and having to attend daily two hour rehearsals teaches the importance of diligence, discipline, and
that anything can be accomplished through hard work. I initially thought that the rehearsal time
was a stretch, but I appreciate the hard work now. He and I butt heads a lot, but I am so grateful
for his tough love because I know that it’s only to produce greater. Dr. Jackson is one of my
favorite instructors in Brimmer. I am grateful for the relationship that she and I have developed.
She is a great shoulder to cry on and very knowledgeable in her role as instructor. What I
appreciate most about teachers at Tuskegee is the ability to develop a relationship outside of the
classroom. I can talk to Dr. Jackson about personal issues as well as academia. She is so easy to
speak to and very encouraging. She’s like my mom away from home.
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6. What is your process when you are going through a hardship that you have never faced
before?

My process for undergoing hardships is, of course, prayer and surrounding myself with people
who I know I can lean on when necessary. Having a spiritual life can allow anyone to go through
anything, and come out fine, because they know who their source is. When you are anchored in
the most high, nothing unfamiliar that you go through can keep you down long.
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