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Shani Smith, Morris Brown College- c/o 2001, Criminal Justice

Name : Shani Smith

Your HBCU : Morris Brown College
Graduation Year : 2001

Major : Criminal Justice

1. Where are you from? Who introduced you to HBCUs?*
[ am from Buffalo, NY and I was introduced to Morris Brown by my uncle who graduated from the
school many years before me.



"My college roommates still friends."

2. Why did you choose an HBCU over a pwi?*




I watched "A Different World".

3. What is the story of your "experience" at Your HBCU given its heralded status as a
stellar and prestigious institution?*

My experience at Morris Brown College was nothing less than "AMAZING". My professors looked
like me and they taught us in a way we understood the material on a different level. They were all
highly skilled in their area of study and it was a pleasure attending class everyday, even if it was
an 8am class (which by the way was theee worst if you went to a party on Sunday) :) We were
allowed to take classes at Spelman and Clark as well as a part of the cross study program. We
were surrounded by other prestigious PWI's such as Emory and GA Tech, however, the AUC held
it's own, and I loved every bit of the experience.

4, "First time" experiences at your HBCU?*

Coming from a small city up north, I never knew anything about a college band. Morris Brown
College had the baddest band in the land (as we used to say). We attended the Battle of the Bands
every year and we would take home the win, we were that good. Listening to our band at each
sport event was one of the highlights for me.

5. Who are the professors that have impacted your life in and out of the classroom? How
did they do that?*

There are two professors that come to mind. I can't remember his name but he taught African
Diaspora. When I enrolled in this class I did not know what to expect. I gained a plethora of
knowledge in his class. I was taught bits and pieces of the slave trade coming up, but this man
explained it to us like he lived it and this by far was one of the most interesting classes I've
enrolled in to date. My other professor name is Mrs. White. She was my Criminal Justice professor
and was the sweetest lady ever. My Sophomore year of college was a challenge because I was
pregnant with my son and she was pregnant as well. She made sure I stayed on top of my studies
and also gave me advice on prenatal care. She was like a college Mom and I ended both semesters
with a 3.4 before my son was born.



"My college crush and my college surprise MY SON!"

6. College crush?
My College crush is my son's father. My son is now in College and he's the best gift ever.

7. What are the chants heard most often at the sporting events?
In unison we used to chant MBCCCCC-MORRIS BROWN and after a win we used to sing "I'm so
glad that I go to Morris Brown". It makes me smile each time I think about it.

8. What was your proudest moment in your life to date?

The birth of my son/graduating-both moments are special because I had the support of my whole
family. My dad is now deceased but he had the opportunity to watch me walk across the stage
while he was holding my son. Amazing moment.

9. What is your process when you are going through a hardship that you have never faced
before?

I allow myself to go through it. Sometimes people want to give up, walk away, or hide it. I always
let myself go through it. I trust God. I do not sit back and do nothing because James 2:14-26-
FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD. I pray about it and I work towards a goal. If I have to cry at
each phase, that's what I do, but I keep moving. I also use resources. I'm not afraid to ask for help.
I'm not ashamed to say "I do not know what to do, can you help me".

10. If you could only speak two sentences to the youth coming after you what would you
say?
Everyone has a story. Create your own.
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